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MORTON, the county in the southwest
corner of Kansas, is raising blue stem

grass seven feet high this year.

Hicks saye “we belleve that colder
in Beptember for some
years will fall in the last hallf of the
month, and that an early winter will

wesnther than

follow."

Ifthe fool killer wantsto kill two
birde with one stone the Hays City
Sentinel remarks that all he has to do
is to bunt up two men arguing the sil-

ver guestion.

A farmer wrote to a Kansas paper,
edited by a young man fresh from the
east, asking how to eow alfalfa. ‘The
editor replied that he thought it would
only be necessary to turn her loose in
the field.

J. C. StrANG, formerly one of the
Kansns supreme court commissioners,
is soon to marry a wealthy widow of
Guthrie, Oklahoma. Judge Strang’s
second wife has been dead about two
years.—Larned Eagle.Optic.

Some of the wheat in this connty is so
stack burned as to be unsafe touse as
seed. The trouble has been that most of
the wheat was vers weedy and conse-
quently the stacks were built small. ‘The
rains eame on amd Kept the stacks damp
and some damnage has been the result.—
Great Bend Register.

David Kingler, of Eikhart, Iud.,
recently purchased the west half of sec.
20, twp. 27, range 33, in Ivanhoe town-
ship, aud oxpresses himself as well pleas-

ed with his purchase. He says there are
several fumilies on their way to this part
of the conntry, and abont fifty families

who are waiting to hear his report in re-
gard it this county, and will undonbtedly
locate in this eounty.—Santa Fe Monitor.

The Topeka Journal anpounces the
probable statement that *Ingalls took a
drink of cold water out of a pump in
North Topeka,”” a favorite drinking
place of his. We are glad to learn that
Iugalls drinks cold water. It will pro-
bably lessen his extenuation, and en-
large his abdomen, s water hus [atten-
ing qualities. We wonder which eye
Ingalls winkeil when he said *““that it isa
good enough drivk for anybody.”

GeonrGe R. Buckman, secretary of the
Bord of Trade of Colorado Springs, says
that the great plains country is subject
to wet and dry cycles of ten years dura-
tion. Prof. Sunow, of the Kansas State
University, says the wet and dry cycles
are of several years durstion. Both
agree that there is a cycle. Bat this is
largely theorizing. In *92 there were
good crops upon the plains, also in 89,
and now we have good crops in "85, that
would indicate a cycle of three years.—
Irrigation Farmer.

THE REVIVAL OF PROSPERITY.

On cyery hand is heanl and seen evi-
dences of the gatbering flood of prosper-
ity, which is sure to sweep over the
West and the whole country, in the im-
mediate future. Confidence has already
started an activity of preparation which
is but a barbinger of the vast Industrial
revival which is to come. Railroads re-
port a substantial increase in their eam-
ings. The lumber traffie is enlarging.
The zinc Industries in Sonthwest Mis-
souri and Southeast Kansas are reviviog.
‘The price of spelter bas increased so as
Wwecause & resumption of work in zine
mines that have lnin dormant for some
time,

The railroads are repairing their equip-
ment und purchasing new cars and en-
gines, the Missouri Pacific alone having
jost bought ten pew locomotives and
15,000 tons of steel rails. The earriers
©on the great lakes are making prepara-
tions for unprecedented business and find
themselves already fully engaged by the
movement of crops and the incresse of
business resulting from the boom in the
irom and coke industries.

Iron and steel mills that have been idle
for one or two years are now starting up;
£lass Inctories are again In operation, and
the *‘great bum of industry that roils
around the world’" is just now gratefully
andible in America, a promise of the
mighty roar yet to come. The period of
‘anxious bope and walting Is pased; the
crop is made; the harvest waits, and the

code doello was fashionable, and “‘affairs
of honor” were settled by = resort to
arms. The war developed the chivalrie
as well as the patriotic epirit. Offended
honor was appeased on the fleld and often

it was frowned down by public opinion.
The war of the rebellion also developed a
character of warlike spirit in the Ameri-
can people. The good and bad traits of
men were brought out. It is not to be
wondered that frontier life brovght about
a reckless character, and life was held
with so little regard. The conditions and
surroundings rendered it so. All forms
of law were not totally disregarded, but
there was a custom which made a law un-
to itself without legislative enuctment.
The readiness with which the pistol—
the *“gun’* as it was called in the parlance
of cowboy days—was used, was remarka-
ble. The **killer"’ was notso much feared
by those who did not carry fire arms, for
there was some honor among them, after
all. An unoffending man was uot shot
down in cold blood. Those who carried
gune were the most likely belligerents in
the settlement of any offense. 1f one had
the **drop’” on the other the advantage
was rarely taken. It was deemed cow-
ardly to take advantage. Perhaps the
man who wanted to kill did not have the
““drop**—the one in defense took the ad-
vantage. But to ‘“shoot on sight’™ was re-
garded as a justifiable act if both parties
were anticipating an assault and felt ag-
grieved; and particularly if the grievanes
was caused by the alienation of the affec-
tions of some *“‘solled dove,” whose pro-
prietorship had once been invesied in the
aggrieved party. “Boot Hill,”" before re-
ferred to, was the resting plice of many
of those who had trampled on the affec-
tions of another.
What occurred in the lower forms of
society on the frontier ean once in awhile
be found in the higher state of civiliza-
tion. When family and fireside have
been Jdisgraced the best condition of so-
ciety justifies just such means and ends
as were used by the bullwhacker and
gumbler in the early days of frontier life.
The code in the settlement of the offenses
referred to still exists, whether the par-
ties aggrieved are of bigh or low degree
in the scale of humanity.
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The means of travel and transpertation
are different at the present time compar-
ed to those in the sixties. The old stage
coach und the locomotive are wide com-
parisons; but the stage is still in service
in some parts of the west.

A. J. Anthony, who is one of the old-
est settlers, during the year 1863, and for
4} years, was a conductor and cxpress
messenger on the stage line from Kansas
City to Santa Fe, N. M., a distance of
850 miles. The trip was made in eleven
days and the same number of days to re-
turn in. Mr. Apthony made the eatire
trip without change, traveling night and
day, and getting no rest, except what
sleep he would catch at times. when not
on the alert of danger.

The stage coaches were the ordinary
Coocord coaches, and usnally six horses,
three abreast, were attached. The line
fotlowed the old Santa Fe trail. That
trail crossed the Arkansas river at Fort
L.yon in Colorado, about 1756 miles west.
The Santa Fe trail followed through the
city of Dodge about where the main line
of the Santa Fe railroad now -upns. But
there was no Dodge City then. Siage sta-
tions were located every 15 or 16 mules,
where water and feed were had and the
changes of horses were made. The stage
coaches were never tronbled by Indians;
but at one time the Cimarren station was
attacked.

Another line of stages followed the
trail from Sants Fe to Tucson, Arizona,
a distance of 700 miles. This stage line
pever went out without a government es-
cort. These stage lines were owned by
J. L. Sanderson & Co., who made nearly
s million dollars, and retired to homes In
St. Louis.

Mr. Aathony speaks of the Indiansas
belog generally docile and never molest-
ing the stage line. He has seen herds of
buffaloes fifty miles loag. When the stage
came across these big herds it was oblig-
ed to wait nntil the herd passed the cross-
ing, if at night time. It was not safe to
ride through the berd. The buffaloes
went in bands like sheep. Sometimes the
stage wouki wait all night until the buf-
faloes bad passed. There was danger of
stampeding and piling up i{an attempt
was made to go through the buffalo berd.
Frequently the stage would go around
the berd in the day time. The buffaloes
were not wild when they traveled in snch
large bherds. They went in bunches as the
cattle men describe ir. Buffaloes could
be killed by firing from the stage coach
or wagon. The Indians slsnghtered ma-
ny of them, but wilite men killed them

points on the Missouri river.

Grove, where the trail from
struck it, and where the Fers Riley road
joined k. The trail crossed the historic
Cow creek just north of Sierling, passing
through Great Bend; crossed the Arkan-
sas river west of Fort Dodge, and follow-

pot dry up. There were no irrigation
ditches to consume the water.

i

How different the transportation of 40
and 50 years ago to that of today! The
railroad has supplanted the slow going
ox train, snd the palace sleeper takes the
place of the coach or pralrie grass conch.

Predatory bandsof Indians no longer
menace the emigranc in bls stride over
the plains, and the plaintive wall of the
coyote isless distinet. The mirage once
regarded 25 a phenomenon, seldom ob-
struets our vision in its weired refraction
and evanescent spectacle. This is regard.
ed as an evidence that the humidity of
the atmosphere Is above the arid degree
and dew point. Plainer evidences than
these Indicate climatic changes, slowly
progressing under the work and energy
of the tiller and toiler of the priceless
wasle under subjugation by his hand.
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Hunting the buffalo soon after the com-
pletion of the railroads through this por-
tion of the state, was a wicked and use-
less sport, as later events have proven.
Travelers bave killed these animals from
the platforms of moving passenger trains
and indulged in wmerely to gratify a meor-
bid taste for slaughter. They were shot
down with reckless abandon, and bides
and carcass were left to dry up and bleach
under the sun. This was called sport.

Buffalo hides were once 2 common ar-
ticle in commerce and use, but they are
50 scarce today as to be almost a priceless
treasure. Few familles retsin a buffalo
robe as a souvenir of early times, snd a
good buffalo robe could hardly be had for
the sum of $25.
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The freighting of merchandise tomil-
Itary posts and ranches in the Pan Han-
dle of I'exas and Indian territory, gave
employmert to many men and teams.
Oxen and mules were the principal ani-
mals in use, and with trail wagons sever-
al tons of merchandise was carried with
one driver; but several teams formed the
outfit, and the starting out of a tmin of

merchandise was more of an event than

the coming or going of a passenger train
at & ruilroad station now-a-days. Out-
fitting stores in Dodge City furnished the
goods that supplied the points south; but
before the rallrond was built, there were

outfitting stations, and the goods were

brought by wagons from the outfitting
The Santa
Fe trail is known by every student of the

history of the west.

i1
The direet point where the Santa Fe
trail ¢crossed the Arkansas river has been

disputed or indefinitely designated; but
old settlers inform us that the trail was
across the river above Cimarron, a cross-
ing much used by the lndians. This was
called the *dry trail,” as it wended its

way southwestward, throngh a country
affording little water. The main trail
followed up the river to Bent’s fort, Col-
orado, and thence down into New Mexi-

co, and following more on the line of the

wntér courses.

The Santa Fe trail left Indepeadence,
Mo., the outfitting point for all merchan-

dise trunsported over the plains. It ran
south of Lawrence, Kansas, through old

Hickory Point, where the trail from Lea.
venworth joined in; and through Council
Topeka

ing generally a southwest course from
Mora to Santa Fe. The trail followed al-

s0 the line of country north of the Fort,
over what Is termed “Dry Ridge''—the
Speureville country—for this was a long
stretch of country from a point pear Kin-
sley, where the trail left the river, and it
did pot meet the river again uuntll it

reached Fort Dodge. There was no water

along this divide, and it derived the name

“Dry Ridge.” With slow ox teams this
was & good day’s drive, and water must

always be provided; but the cut off pom-

pensated for the discomfort of the lack

of water.

in
This country was embraced in the ori-

ginal *Loulsiana purchase,” which ia-

cluded all the northwestern territory. Its

subdivision has continved in the progress

ol settlement and growth until the area
is clrenmscribed in state, county and mu-

piclpality. Forty years ago Councll
Grove was the center of the “Kansas Ip-
dian Reservation,’" and was near the cor-

ners of four large counties called Davis,
Wise, Breckinridge and Richardson. At
that time all the south half of Kansas

west of longitude 99 was called Washing.
ton county, and all that west of longitnde
103 to the Rocky Mountains was called
Arapahoe county, containing Pike’s Peak
and Denver country.

i
Wild horses roamed over these plains

o small bands, but the catching of these
wild steeds was not a pleasant pastime,
but was aitended with fruitiess effort and
difficult search. These horses were not
wild in the sense we regand wild beasts.

Route™ s & more swifter means of travel
today. T4y,
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low as in late yeam. hmﬂ-nlldlln-‘ the number, but many of them

sprang from Inferior stock. Herds of
wild borses yet roam on the plains in the
couniry on our extreme southwest. After
being broken these animals dre as docile
and tractable as the domestic bred,

E 23]

The lurid writer of fiction and romance
brightened his imagination in pyrotech-
nlcal rhetoric on a description of Indian
escapades and buffulo chases, but he pro-
bably never too highly colored his hy-
perbole of fanciful expression the prai-
rie fire, His picture of ficeing life before
the devastating and devouring flames of
& prairie fire was not overdrawn. These
fires have rendered fearful hayoc and in
thelr course bave perished man and
beast. The prairie fires that followed the
drouthy perlod of 1879-80, were heart-
rending, and the most destructive within
the history of the country. Houses, stock
and feed were destroyed. and severs)
lives were lost from injuries received in
the fire. The dry and very windy weath-
er that continued so long added fuel to
the flames; and once started the fire had
to take its course—it could nelther be
checked nor controlled.

It is dangerous to burn the grass, and
the resnolts are harmful in climatic effects
and for agricultare.

The last legislature forsaw the necessity
of a legal barrier regarding prairie fires;
and if officers and people will do their
duty under the law, we shall not likely
witness the dreadful and disastrous effects
of prairie fires that we have seen in the
past.

[TO BE CONTINUED. ]

The Santa Fe general offices keep one
horse and wagon busy carrying mail to
and from the station.

Mr. T was beaten for the nomi-
nation of Sheriff In Leavenworth county.
Perhaps he was too good.

G. A. R. men were pleased with Louis-
ville's hospitality, but they all agree that
it was the hottest place they ever expect
to feel in this world.

A society man of the city recently took
a trip east. Knowiog a young lady that
lives at Emporia, and being quite taken
with her, he wrote to her and explained
upon what train he would pass through,
asking that she meet him at the train.
The answer he received was short and to
the point. It read: Do you take me
for a hack driver?”

“Western people are the most extrav-
agant in the world,” says Bent Murdock;
“they need to learn the value of pennies,”
There is a good deul of sober truth in
this. The average western man does not
think anything less than £100 worth
saving. 'I'he frugal habits of the down
easterner transplanted to Kansas would
make this state a loaner instead of a

borrower in ten years. i

Lincoln as a Loyer.

Abrabam Lineoln’s sentimentsl per-
plexities are to be shown in an article of
singular interest which John Gilmer
Speed has written from nnpublished
letters of Lincoln to Joshna Speed. for
the next issue of ‘The Ladies’ Home
Journal. The article will show that the
great President was not steady in his
affairs of the heart, that he floundered in
his love, and finally induced his friend
Speed to marry and tell him (Linevln)
whether marriage was a failure or not,

J. C. Wilson, one of the recelvers of
the Santa Fe road. died suddenly at the
Holland house New York yestenday
morning. Hehad risen late and was
diessing when he suddenly became un-
conscious, and before the arrival ot
medical aid, which was summonped, he
died. Wilson’s two daughters, who
accompanied him to the city when he
came there to look after the Atchison
saystem’s Interests, were at his bedside
when he died. Death was cansed by
heart disease, brought on, it is believed,
by overwork. Wilson was 55 years old
and of robust appearance. The body
will be removed to Wilson's late home in
Topeka, Kan., where the burial will
take place.

Awarded
Highest Honors—Worid’s Fair.

WICE
BAKING

MOST PERFECT MADE.

A Grape Cream of Tartar Rowder,
iummolii.khmumymm

40 YEARS THE STANDARD.
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ASTORI

for Infants and Children.

Bateman’s Drops, Godfrey’s Cordial, many so-called Socthing Syrups, sad
most remedies for children are composed of opium or morphine?

Do Yeou KBow that opium and morphine are stupefying narcotic polsons?
Do You Kunow that in most countries druggists sre not permitted tosell narcotics

without labeling them poisons

Do You Know that you should not permit any medicine to be given your child
unless you or your physician know of what it Is compased ?

Do You KEmow that Castoria isa purely vegetable preparation, and that a list of
its ingredients is published with every bottle?

Do You Enow that Castoria is the prescription of the famous Dr. Samue! Pitcher.
That it has been in use for nearly thirty years, and that more Castoria is now sold than
of all other remedies for children combined ?

Do You Emow that the Patent Ofice Department of the United States, and of
other countries, have issned exclusive right to Dr. Pitcher and his assigns to nse the word
“ Castoria’ and its formula, and that to imitate them is a state prison offense ?

Do You Kmnew that ooe of the reasons for granting this government protection

" was because Castoria had been proven to be absolutely harmiese ?

Do You Eunew that 35 average doscs of Castoria are furnished for g5

cemnts, or one cent & dose?

Do You Enow that when possessed of this perfect preparstion, your children may

+ be kept well, and Lhat you may have unbroken rest ?

Well, these things are worth knowing. They are facts,
The fac-eimile in om every
siguature of A wrapper.

Children Cryfor Pitcher’s Castoria.

1,000,000 People Wear

W. L. DOUGLAS
$3 SHOE

35:00,500,5350.5).50.$).25

5! Fi
53.00. sz.m.sz.m.sl 75 Je

S Any Style, All Sizes, Every Width.
3 s CAN FIT ANY FOOT.

For Sale by C. 0. WARINGC.

Harness

Ofthe most durable make and finestfinish
can be bought cheaper at H, B. Bell's than
clswhere. Everything first class.

- L
Repairing
Is one of the leading features of the es-

tablishment and is looked after by Frank Duda,
one of the best workmen in the West.

Farmers

Can buy their wagons, buggies andfarm
machinery at Kansas City prices of H. B.
Bell and should seehim before buying.

If You Ride

And want a first-class turnout go to H.
B. Bell’s stables, where prices will be made
to suit the times.

East Chestnut St.

Dodge City, Kans.

TAKE THEM BOTH.

You cannot afford to get along without
YOUR OWN HOME PAPER and

The
Semi-Weekly
Capital,

When you can get both for little more than the price of one. THE SEMI-
WEEELY CAPITAL is issued twice each week, Tuesday and Friday—8
pages, 56 columns of choice reading matter every isssue. It contsins the
full report of the Associsted Press and more Kausas news than any other
paper, all while itis fresh and interesting, besides a large amount of bright,
spicy and interesting miscellaneons reading matter of every description.

The Clobe-Republican

Has made arrangements with the publishers whereby it cau offer

THE SEMI-WEEKLY CAPITAL
AINTD.
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